Introduction
We have asked about gender assumptions in welfare states that are very different from Western ones, trying to understand women's experience of welfare states across a range of East Asian countries. Are the welfare systems of Korea, Taiwan, China, Hong Kong and Japan distinctive, with Confucian cultural assumptions hidden beneath the surface commitment to gender equality? While economies, demographies and families have been developing rapidly, are social policies becoming less traditional in their expectations of women? How different are East Asian welfare states in their assumptions about gender from Western welfare states? And how different are they from each other, in the context of varied national policies about Confucianism, from the powerful attack on Confucian gender inequalities under Chinese communism to the embrace of Confucianism under the national governments of Korea and Taiwan? What has been the impact of policies in China, designed to replace Confucian traditions, through the communist period, and of more recent free-market-based policies? Communism had a profound effect, particularly in bringing women into education and paid employment. But what assumptions now underpin social policies, and how are they experienced in practice?
We aimed to uncover gender assumptions of welfare states that are very different from Western ones and to understand women's experience of welfare states across a range of East Asian countries. Gender inequalities in East Asian social policies are clearly important for women across East Asia: if women have more obligations and fewer rights within Confucian families and welfare systems, millions may lack not only gender equality but also rights to respect, to be cared for, to be brought into daylight and company when they are old and disabled. But gender inequalities in East Asian countries have had too little attention in the literature comparing welfare states. The comparative literature has largely been concerned with Western welfare states, whether in The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism (Esping-Andersen 1990 , 1999 , or in gender-based analysis of the male breadwinner model (Fraser 1997; Lewis 1992 Lewis , 2001 Lewis , 2006 Lewis , 2009 ' (2005, 2009) . These focus on the political economy of welfare states. Political ideology was the focus of Walker and Wong's (2005) study, which downplayed Confucian culture. Some studies have highlighted the influence of culture on the formation of welfare policy (Reiger and Leibfried 2003), while Jones (1993) explained the East Asian welfare system as a 'Confucian welfare state'. But the extent to which Confucianism has influenced East Asian welfare systems needs further exploration (Sung 2003) . A key concern of this book has been to understand the role of Confucian culture in East Asian women's lives and its impact upon policymaking and practice in East Asian welfare states. The aim has not been to ignore the importance of political and economic influences, but to include culture in the analysis of gender and welfare states.
We have analysed comparative approaches to ask whether they can help us to understand the gender assumptions underpinning East Asian welfare states. We have drawn on statistical data to compare East Asian countries with Western ones, and have drawn together studies from different nation states with different methodologies, aiming to enhance understanding of gender in diverse East Asian welfare systems. The chapters include some fine qualitative studies, which have given us a close insight into women's experience of social policies in South Korea, Taiwan, China, Hong Kong and Japan. Drawing together recent studies of gender in varied East Asian contexts, we have begun to understand the gender assumptions of social policies and welfare states, and in particular the position of those women who are most disadvantaged, such as those who are also disabled or experience violence, whose experience illuminates the character of the welfare regimes in which they live.
